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A Californian

Bricklin Zeff

I'm from Southern California. | grew up in
the Los Angeles area and graduated from
the University of California in Santa Barbara
in 1987. My degree is in Liberal Arts with a
major in Philosophy and Religion. | came to
Japan because | was interested in the Japa-
nese culture. My interest in Japan goes
back to my junior high school (middle school)
days. | discovered a novel where the main
character grows up in Japan and plays GO.
This novel first sparked my interest in things
Japanese. | started playing GO because of
that book. Then in university, | became very
interested in Zen Buddhism and Shintoism.
While during work for my Philosophy major
| came across the Kojiki and the Genjokoen.
At that point | decided that when | finished
my degree, | would travel to Japan.

| love living here. | am very much an out-
door person. | even took a wilderness sur-
vival course when | finished high school. |
love camping and hiking and most outdoor
sports. | am a good tennis player. | have
been playing for 30 years. |also am a surfer.
| discovered good waves here in Hokkaido
about 12 years ago and | have some good
friends that | go surfing with every summer.

| have been married for three years and |

have a son. His name is Jake, and he's
twenty months old. Once a year we take
him to visit his grandparents in California.
We try to encourage him to speak English at
home. He is picking up vocabulary from
both languages so quickly. It is very exciting
for me both as a father and as a linguist.

(EARLFEH - 58D

b An Englishman in Sapporo

lan Munby

It truly is a great honor, privilege, and
pleasure to be welcomed aboard the Hokkai
Gakuen University ship as a new teacher.
While | look forward to the coming years of
this new voyage, | shall look back on the
years leading up to this appointment as a dif-
ferent kind of voyage. In brief, | was born in
a village near Brighton, UK, but spent the
first three years of my life on the island of
Borneo where my father worked for Shell. |
have one half brother, Hugh, who is seven-
teen years older than me. He left South-
ampton on a boat for Canada when | was b5,
and never came back. We are a close fam-
ily, but after graduating St. Andrew's Univer-
sity in Scotland with a Masters degree in
French, | found myself heading for Spain to
teach English, and thereafter to Japan where
| have been a happy resident for the last
eighteen years. Coming to Sapporo in 1988
was like arriving in paradise after two hectic
years in Tokyo. | now call Sapporo my home
and time now flies as my wife and | are busy
raising our one princess and two Taros.
When | can escape the house, | love to go
camping, fishing and swimming with the fam-
ily, but my favorite free time activity will al-
ways be cross-country skiing. For the
moment, however, | am hoping for a long hot

(BASCLFEH - 556

summer!
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