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2006 Brock Adventure

| acted as chaperone with Professor Naka-
gawa for a group of 20 second, third, and
fourth year students from the Faculty of Hu-
manities, Hokkai Gakuen University, Toyohi-
ra, Sapporo for a study trip to Brock
University, St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada
for three weeks in September 2006.

After a long flight, we arrived in the eve-
ning of the same day at Toronto airport,
boarded another bus and arrived at Brock
University ninety minutes later. The homes-
tay families of our students picked them up
and took them to their homes. The two chap-
erones stayed at The Four Points Sheraton
Hotel.

The first day, Monday, September 4th,
was a national holiday in Canada which gave
everybody a chance to rest. On Tuesday, Sep-
tember bth, we attended orientation sessions
at the school. Drinks, pizza and other snacks
were provided for all the students. On
Wednesday, September 6th, all 180 students
on the program, including the 20 students
from Hokkai, took a two-hour placement
test and then boarded buses for a trip to Ni-
agara Falls. This trip was the first of a total

Ian Munby

of 6 trips for which transportation and en-
trance tickets were provided free for our stu-
dents. Three of the trips were for Hokkai
students only, and the other three were open
to students from the whole school. The trips
included i) Niagara Falls, i) Port Dalhousie
Lakeside Park, iii) Fort George and Niagara-
on-the-lake, iv) bowling, v) a visit to a local
winery, and vi) a full day trip to Toronto.

There were also five 50-minute English
classes every day. | was very impressed with
the quality of the activities organized by the
Brock IELP activities coordinators, especially
Ms. Jackie Angi-Dobos who worked tirelessly
to make our trip a special and memorable
one. She even organized birthday parties and
provided presents for three of our students
who had birthdays during the trip. | was also
impressed with the level of professionalism
displayed by the Dr. Glen Irons, the Brock
I[ELP Director, Ms. Jackie Sanders, Brock
I[ELP Assistant Director, and Ms. Stephanie
Marandola, the homestay coordinator. They
all worked hard to make sure the trip was a
great success and indeed | believe we all
agree that it was.

(BASEER - 5860
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Some Words Upon Returning

| would like to thank Hokkai Gakuen Univer-
sity for giving me the opportunity to experi-
ence the culture and the people not only of
Sapporo but also of many places throughout
Japan.

In particular, | will remember with fondness
my students here at HGU. During the past ten
years of my teaching in the Faculty of Hu-
manities, my students have afforded me mo-
ments of extreme gratification. Colleagues
here in Japan have asked me how Japanese
students compare to Canadian students. Any
differences, | have replied, are cultural and lin-
guistic. Classroom dynamics in either country
are my challenge, and thankfully, my reward.
Although students have been the best part,
there have been other memorable aspects of
my ten years teaching at Hokkai Gakuen Uni-
versity and eleven years living in Japan.

Books have always been my passion, and
one of my greatest joys is reading. Thus, my
ten-year sojourn at Hokkai Gakuen Universi-
ty, with a generous library account as part of
my yearly contracts, has allowed me to in-
dulge both my passion and my joy. Future
generations of students and faculty mem-
bers will, | hope, share in the wealth of litera-
ture that it is my delightful privilege to
relinquish to the competent hands of HGU li-
brary staff. My legacy of titles ordered for
HGU toshokan under the auspices of re-
search includes fiction and non-fiction on a

Jane Sellwood

variety of subjects from several countries, in-
cluding Japan.

However, all these books are in the English
language because, other than possessing a
reading knowledge of hiragana, katakana
and a few simple kanji, | am illiterate in the
Japanese language. My excuse is the sheer
volume of kanji needed to read even the sim-
plest newspaper —about two thousand char-
acters. Please accept my humblest apologies
for my lack of diligence when it came to kanji
during my time here.

Writing, | find, is less enjoyable than read-
ing. After the considerable angst involved in
research, organization, rough drafts and edit-
ing, enjoyment finally may be had with publi-
cation. HGU's generous breaks between
teaching have given me the uninterrupted
time and solitude to write and publish articles
in my academic areas of Canadian literature
and literature by women.

In addition, my academic experience in Ja-
pan was boosted considerably by my involve-
ment with the Japanese Association of
Canadian Studies and the Canadian Literary
Society of Japan. Both organizations kindly
offered me the opportunity to present at an-
nual conferences and to publish in their jour-
nals. Moreover, these associations fostered
connections with Canadianists in other coun-
tries. My participation as a JACS member led
to acquaintance with an Australian colleague
in Canadian studies who kindly asked me to
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serve on the editorial board of the University
of Sydney journal, Australian Canadian Stud-

ies, a position | have maintained for eight
years and continue to regard as a welcome
duty indeed. | will remain grateful to Hokkai
Gakuen University for allowing me to attend
conferences and present papers in areas re-
lated to my academic qualifications.

My eleven years in Japan have enabled me
to travel within the country. Perhaps the
most heartfelt experience of my Japan so-
journ, my recent visit to Nagasaki occurred
recently, a few days after my sixty-second
birthday. I left the annual Japanese Associa-
tion of Language Teachers (JALT) confer-
ence at Kokura/Kita Kyushu a day early to
spend Sunday afternoon in Nagasaki walking
between the atomic bomb epicenter, the
atomic bomb memorial, and the atomic
bomb museum. It is part of the Japanese his-
torical record and within the personal memo-
ries of many Japanese people that Fat Boy
created Nagasaki's epicenter and subsequent
incineration. Ironically, as | learned, the
planned target was Kokura, which | had left
to visit Nagasaki. Here was |, having followed
a route that led to the accidental target— “a
break in the clouds” — sixty-two years ear-
lier on August 11, 1945, three days after Lit-
tle Man's black rain had pierced the
atmosphere over Hiroshima. Positioned at
Nagasaki's epicenter, the memorial is the col-

our of ashes, an angular oblong of steel sleek
as a gun barrel, the very image of technologi-
cal dehumanization. This Sunday in Nagasaki
will remain with me as perhaps the most sig-
nificant memory of my sojourn in Japan.

Whenlama “returnee” in Canada, many
memories of Japan will come flooding back,
| am sure. Even now nostalgia seems to tinge
my image of the magnificent old cherry tree
in Nakajima Koen's traditional Japanese gar-
den. |, too, have anticipated ohanams/ and
the lacy fullness of sakura in Hokkaido's late
spring. My appreciation of Japanese culture
also has been helped by my first year in Nara,
where the famous Shin-Yakushiji Temple
shelters a shrine to Kannon where | have, at
certain times, sought solace. | will long re-
member, too, lighting a candle for the soul of
my son at the Maria-Kannon temple in
Nagasaki.

These are only a few memories of my Japa-
nese sojourn for which | thank Hokkai Ga-
kuen University. To my wonderful students
and helpful colleagues, | also extend my grati-
tude. How fortunate | have been to have
lived, taught and learned here in your beauti-
ful country.

Sayonara.
Jane Sellwood, Ph.D.
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