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My last Saturday night classes

et
skxieeias Lorne Kirkwold \§

As for a few lines written for my
colleagues as my departure approaches,
allow me to describe some thoughts
about my last Saturday night classes. In
my own experience, | would judge
university courses scheduled at this
time to be a cultural difference. While
living in Canada, | did both take and
teach night courses. Scheduled on a
Saturday night, however, this would have
been a highly unusual prospect. | have
no recollection of either taking or
teaching Saturday night courses while
in Canada.

That evening | taught both first- and
second-years. | showed my students
pictures of my student days when |
began to study French in Québec City in
1978. The first two were taken while on
visits to Prince Edward County in
Ontario. There was a shot of me in front
of Lake Consecon when | was about the
same age as the students listening to
me. A second one captured sugar
bushes with the pails hung for sap
collection. The production of maple
syrup is generally associated with the
Province of Québec, but the tradition is
also observed in Ontario. The old
pictures included well-known landmarks
of Old Québec City, most memorably /a
Citadelle, home of the French-speaking
Royal Twenty-Second Regiment, and the
view of the Saint Lawrence River from
Québec City's Lower Town (north shore)
across to Lévis (south shore). | also
showed them a few more recent pictures
of Québec when | visited with my mother
in 2008 for the city's commemoration of
the founding of Place royale by Samuel

de Champlain in 1608. Back to Alberta,
| then showed them our little house on
the prairies complete with Mom's flowers
growing on the steps. The thought of
home sweet home does beckon.

At the end of the second lesson that
evening, | was presented with a bouquet,
which | brought home, put in water, and
wanted to enjoy looking at for its flowers
for which we are most nostalgic, those
of the coming season, according to
Japanese tradition. Settling back on my
couch, | fell asleep from my ‘viewing’
position. The bouguet was a thoughtful
selection, and | am honored that my
students would go to this trouble for
their teacher. There were three white
lilies of the most compact variety. The
aura of springtime was accomplished
with the touch of two varieties of pussy
willows. There were also three pink
roses, a dark pink peony, a kind of fern,
and two brown-coloured plants whose
name | hope to learn at a florist's after |
get home.

The day following my last Saturday
night classes was the national holiday
for Coming of Age Day. A few students
had to be absent to return to their
hometowns to celebrate the event. For
me, | went to enjoy my usual rituals for
les beaux dimanches (French: ‘beautiful
Sundays’). Hiragishi has one restaurant
with French windows that open on to
Hiragishi Kanjo Dori in the summertime.
It makes for a superb location to enjoy
viewing Yosakoi. In the middle of winter,
the pancakes and coffee hit the spot
when | want to take it easy on Sundays.




Farewell Essay

sopsiesa@Es William Kay ‘

As this present academic nears its
end, | would like to bid the Faculty of
Humanities administration, teaching
staff and students a kind farewell.
Although three yvears have passed
aquickly, they have certainly been
eventful. Beyond my daily endeavors in
and around the classroom, | was
especially pleased to have been granted
the opportunity to accompany our
students on the 2010 Brock University
English Program. It was during this
educational excursion to Canada that |
was able to catch a special glimpse of
our student participants' drive to both
learn English and actively communicate
with other students from various
cultures around the world. This special
time abroad reminded me of how my own
passion for travel and cross-cultural
experience brought me to Japan twelve
years ago. After such a lengthy period
abroad, | now feel that | am leaving
Japan and returning to my own country
enriched from my various international

experiences.

In a world filled with uncertainty, | would

encourage students to build upon their
collective knowledge and rise to the
occasion when the time comes to
confront their own future obstacles. We
all need to educate ourselves in order to
adapt quickly to change in a global
environment that is becoming
increasingly more complex and
unpredictable. | feel strongly that
education can help us all look beyond
the perimeter of our own cultural
environment while helping us grasp and
understand the value and importance of
maintaining our own unigue morals and
traditions. As the world around us
changes, education should be regarded
as an ongoing process that needs to be
continually nurtured. Although this
process seems at times to be long and
tedious, the rewards of perseverance
can be most fruitful. It is my great hope
that our students continue to educate
and challenge themselves beyond our
campus gates. In closing, | sincerely
wish the students at Hokkai Gakuen
University great success and prosperity
in their future academic and professional
pursuits.
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Toronto Excursion

In my role as chaperone on the Hokkai
Gakuen 2010 Brock English Program, |
was delighted to have had the
opportunity to share my own knowledge
and insights about both Canada and
Canadian culture with our student
participants. Amongst the various fun-
filled and educational activities in which
we took part, one of my best memories
is the day | spent with our group in
downtown Toronto. As our schedule
afforded us an afternoon to tour the city,

William Kay

my own goal was to show our students
as much as | could within a fairly limited
timeframe. Fortunately, we were able to
navigate ourselves around the city
successfully and experience the heart of
Toronto within a single afternoon.

Our day started with a ninety-minute
bus ride from St. Catherine's to our drop
off point in front of Nathan Philips
Sqguare in downtown Toronto. The first
stop on our walking tour was to the CN
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Tower. Standing at 550 metres, the CN
Tower was once the tallest tower in the
world (recently outranked by the 828
metre Burj Kalifa tower in Dubai). It still,
however, remains to be a formidable
piece of architecture that offers
panoramic views of Toronto and its
surrounding areas. Our students were
able to experience the sensation of
standing (and in some cases jumping)
on the tower's famous glass floor that is
suspended over the city at 446.5
metres.

Feeling hungry after our visit to the CN
Tower, our next destination was to find
a restaurant that would be able to seat
our large group. We voted on Chinese
food and began walking towards
Chinatown. As we were walking through
the trendy shopping district on Queen
St. and by the old textile warehouses on
Spadina Ave., my mind was racing to
remember where my favorite Chinese
restaurant was located. | had not been
there since | was an undergraduate
student at the University of Toronto, but
from my memory it was both an
affordable and delicious lunch option.
Luckily we were able to find the
restaurant and be seated immediately.
Chinese food in Toronto is of a slightly

different variety than the kind that is
served in Sapporo. As a result, our
students found the food served within
the enormous ten course meal to be
both interesting and delicious.

After lunch, we were in great need of
some exercise and made our way further
north to the University of Toronto (my
alma mater). We took group photos in
front of the main University College
building (est. 1853). This proved to be a
secretly nostalgic stop for me (as it was
then my twentieth anniversary from
entering the University of Toronto as a
freshman). Following our picture taking
foray, it was time to wander back south
toward our rendezvous. Having just
enough time to shop for some last
minute "omiagi” and sample some
authentic Canadian shopping mall
cuisine, our final stop was at the
Toronto Eaton Centre.

Overall, we were fortunate to have
been able to enjoy a fantastic afternoon
together in Canada's largest city,
blessed with beautiful autumn weather. |
would personally like to thank all of the
great students from the 2010 Brock
English Program for making this a
unigue and rewarding experience.
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