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Endings and Beginnings

This past January in the final class of
Writing 4 | set “endings and beginnings” as
the free writing topic. | was really impressed
with how much the students wrote in the
time limit. Their ability to write freely for ten
minutes on a topic had improved a ot since
April. But | think another reason they could
write so much is that “‘endings and begin-
nings” is a topic that brings many ideas and
associations to mind.

In Japan the beginning of a new year
soon leads to the end of a school year. For
students the end of a school year may lead
to the end of club activities and part-time
jobs. Of course, for my second year students
in the Writing 4 class, the end of this school
year will soon lead to the beginning of their
third year in university and the new challeng-
es of seminar classes and job-hunting. In my
case, the end of this schoal year is quickly
leading to the end of my 20-year career of
English language teaching in Japan.

I'm very thankful that my teaching jour-
ney led me to these three years of teaching
and working in the Department of Humani-
ties and Culture at Hokkai Gakuen Universi-
ty. I've enjoyed working with my colleagues
in this faculty and it's been a privilege to
teach our students for three years. | espe-
cially like teaching the same students in dif-
ferent classes and skills over two or three
years. It's wonderful to see how the stu-
dents improve in their English ability from
year to year as well as grow in confidence
and maturity.

As | think about what | hope my stu-
dents have learned from me a number of
things come to mind. First is simply knowl-
edge about the subjects that we studied
together - about Canada and global current
events, as well as the four skills of reading,
writing, listening, and speaking. Also | hope
that many of them improved in their use of
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the various strategies that we practiced in
class so that those strategies shifted from
something that must be consciously
planned for and thought about to actual
skills that can be used naturally without ad-
vance planning.

The ability to acquire the skills of Eng-
lish doesn't happen without conscious and
applied effort and so | hope that my stu-
dents have gained awareness in what it
takes to improve their English ability - how
much time and effort it takes, but also how
enjoyable it can be when you can communi-
cate successfully in a foreign language.
Learning a language takes hard work, but
the rewards are immeasurable.

Finally, | hope that in the new schoaol
year the students at Hokkai will continue to
develop a positive attitude towards study-
ing English and especially learn to see Eng-
lish as a tool for communication with people
from all over the world (not just native Eng-
lish speakers). And | hope that they will see
themselves as the successful language
learners that they are.

As | leave Japan and our paths part, |
would like to wish everyone in the Jimbun
Gakubu - students, faculty and staff - con-
tinued opportunities for learning and
growth. It is my hope for my students, col-
leagues, as well as myself, that our continu-
ing journeys, with all of their endings and
beginnings, will never lead us to the end of
learning, be-
cause, as it
says in one
of my favorite

guotes, “All
of life is
learning,

therefore ed-
ucation can

never end.” The final Intensive Reading class
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