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The 11™ Short-Term HGU
— Brock University Study Abroad Program

Reportediby Jérémie Bouchard »

JI0IFromISeptemberl3ltol Septemberi23[ofl]
thislyear,[ProfessorlMasamillwasakilandlll
hadlthelprivilegeloflaccompanyingl241HGUI
studentslitolBrocklIUniversity,ISt.ICa-
tharines,]Canada.l Theselthreelweeksloft
cross-culturallexplorationlandlintensivellan-
guagellearningiwerelanlexperiencelourlstu-
dentslarelnotllikelyltolforget.lAsImost]
wouldlagree,lexperiencingllifelinfanlEnglish-
speakinglcountrylisiperhapslthelbestiwayl
tolmasterJEnglish.lButlitlalsolallowslusltol
explorelnewlaspectslofiourlpersonalityland]
deepenlouriunderstandingloficommunica-
tionlinlgeneral.
Jifilbelievelthatlindividualsiwholspeakimorel
thanlonellanguagelnotionlylhavelmorelthanl
oneltoollwithlwhichltolexpresslitheirl
thoughts,[theylarelalsolexperticommunica-
tors.JLearninglalsecondllanguagel(andial
thirdlandlalfourth...... Ylislperhapsithelmost]
challenginglandlenrichinglintellectuall proc-
esslonelcanlengagelin,laslitlinvolveslal
complexireevaluationloflourlthoughtsland!
ourlwayl ofiseeinglandlinteractinglwithlthel

world.IThelmorelperspectivesiwelgainlto-

wardslthisiworld,lthelsharperliourlknowledgel
andlinsightslbecome.lInladdition,l/languagel
learnerslhaveltheluniqueladvantageloflex-
periencingldirectlylhowl theirlmindlworkslin
reall time.lUltimately,llearninglanotherClan-
guagelis,lllbelieve,lalwayltolbecomelalbet-
terithinker.
[IlINeedlessltolsay,laslalteacher,llamlal-
wayslthrilledItolseelhowl mylstudentslien-
gagelinithislprocess.IThislhaslneveribeenl
solobviouslthanlduringlthislthree-weekl
studylabroadiprogram.iThelverylfirstiday,l
thel24lstudentsiProfessorllwasakilandillac-
companiedlbeganitoluselEnglishltolinteractl
withlCanadianlpeople,landisomelevenlused!
theirlsecondllanguageltolinteractiwithleachl
other.ITolme,lthislwaslalclearlindicationl
thatlnewlhybridlidentitieslwerelbeingl
forged.lAslteacherslandichaperones,iwel
answeredlmanylintriguinglquestionsiwhichl
wentlbeyondlthellearningloflIEnglishlandiCa-
nadianlculture.llnlshort,lthesel24[students!
werelengagedlinithelverylcomplexlandlen-
richinglprocesslofiself-discovery.

[00IWhileltheselnotionsimaylappeariratherl




abstract,lletimelreassurelthelreaderithatl
theylwerelrealltolthel24Istudentsiwholwentl
tolBrocklUniversitylthislyear.lllamlconfdent!
inilmakinglthisIclaimlbecausell,[too,lspent
someltimelinlEnglish-speakinglCanadal
whenlllwaslaboutltwentylyearsliold.JThat'sl
wherellllearnedlEnglish,Imylsecondllan-
guage.lTherefore,[notlonlyldidlIlhavelthel
privilegelofirelivinglpastiexperiencesland!
oldimemorieslduringlthisishort-termIstudyl
abroadlprogram,imylbelieflinithelintensityl
andlsignifcancelofisuchlcross-culturallex-
perienceslwaslconfrmed.
I00lHavingJpaintedlalbroadipicturelofithel
HGU-BrockIJUniversitylProgram,lletimelin-
cludelalfewldetailsloflinterest.. ThelHGU-
BrocklUniversitylshortltermistudylprogram’
startedl12lyearsliago,landlsincelthen,lthel
programlhaslibeenlalresoundinglsuccess.]
Forlapproximatelylthreelweeks,lourl24IHGUL
studentslwerelintegratedlinithellargerlin-
tensivelEnglishlLanguagelprogramI(IELP)I
atlBrocklUniversity.I Thislprogramlcurrently?
welcomesistudentsifromlmanyldifferent]
countriesltolstudylEnglish.ISomelofithesel
studentslstaylinlthelprogramiforialfew!
monthslandlothersistaylforlupltolalyear.l
Thislyear,thellELPlhaslservedloverl400lin-
ternationallstudents,landlcurrentlylemploysl
aboutl60lteachers,Istudentiservicelofcers]
andlculturallassistants.
I00ITheselthreelweeksloflintensivelstudiesl
atlBrocklwerelalgreatlopportunitylfortlHGUI
studentsitolhavelaldifferentlkindloflclass-
roomilanguagellearninglexperience.lThel
ESLIprogramliatiBrocklemphasizeslistu-
dentsTindividualitylbylallowingleverylstu-
dentlitolexpressitheirlviewslinlthelclass-
room.[Aslsuch,lourlHGUIstudentslactively!
sharedltheirlviewslonlvariousltopicslwithl
studentsifromliothericountries.
[000Therelwerelsolmanylthingsitoldolduringl
theselthreelweeks.IDuringlweekdays,lourl
HGUlstudentslwerelplacedlinlvariousIESLI
classes.1Theylstudiedlthel fourlmainlskillsl

throughlchallenginglclassroomlactivities]

andldirectlexchangelwithlpeoplelofldiferent!]
culturallbackgrounds.[Everylclasslwaslcon-
ductedlsolasltolmakelsurelthatlstudentsl
understoodlclearlylwhatltoldolandiwhatl
theirlresponsibilitiesiwere.l Studentslwerel
stronglyJencouragedltolusel Englishlatlalll
timeslandltolmixiwithleveryoneliniclass.IAf-
terlclasslandlduringlweekends,Imanylspe-
ciallactivitieslwerelorganizedltolencouragel
furtherlexchangeslibetweenlstudents.]
Theselincludediwineltours,lhistoricallexcur-
sions,Jvariousisportinglactivities,lartsl&]
craftsifairs,Ipicnics,landlbeachlactivities.]
Oflcourse,lstudentslhadlmanylchancesltol
enjoylshoppinglandlappreciatelthellifelinl
downtownISt.ICatharines! —Iwhichlis,[let's]
notlforget,lalbeautifulltownlatlthelheartlofl
Canadianlhistory.l Therelwerelalsolvaluablel
opportunitiesiforleveryoneltoldiscoverlthel
uniquelnaturallfeaturesiofl St.0Catharines]
andlthelNiagaralRegion.lOurlstudentsireally’
enjoyedithelworldifamousiNiagaralFalls,lthel
lovelyllittleltownJoflNiagara-on-the-Lake,l
andltheldynamiclandlcosmopolitanicitylof]
Toronto.
llllLet'sInotloverlookiperhapsithelmostlim-
portantlaspectloflthislprogram:ithelhome-
stays.IBeinglplacedlinldifferentlhostlfami-
lieslandladoptinglalCanadianllifestyle,[HGU!
studentslwerelableltolexplorelanlimportant]
sidelofllifelinlCanada.llnlshort,[stayinglinlal
hostlfamilyloferedlanlideallchancelforlistu-
dentsltoldeveloplandlapplylculturallknowl-
edgelinirealllife.
JllIWithoutlaldoubt,ltheselthreelweekslatl]
BrockIUniversitylwere,IforlourlHGUIstu-
dents,[fillediwithlextraordinarylandiunfor-
gettablelexperiences.lIflsomelstudentslarel
unsurelaboutiwhetherltheylshouldljoinlinl
nextlyear'sithreelweeklprogramiatiBrockl
University,lllencouragel themItolasklanylof]
thel240HGUIstudentsIwholwentlthislyear.l
TheylarelsureltolprovidelthemIwithlveryl
convincinglreasonslwhylthislislaloncelinlal

lifetimelopportunity.
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