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Celebrating over a decade of friendship

[ am very pleased to take this opportunity to offer my thoughts, and to celebrate the long-standing
and friendly relationship between Brock University and Hokkai-Gakuen University.

Here at Brock, there is no doubt that there have been many changes since our collaboration began
in 1999. We have enjoyed one of the highest enrolment growth rates of any Canadian university,

Kim Meade and in the present year, we are home to 18,000 full-time students pursuing undergraduate,
Vice-Provost graduate and doctoral degrees. At the same time as our enrolment has grown, we have also
& Associate ) . . . .

Vice President, increased to almost 80 the number of programs in our faculties of Applied Health Sciences;
Student Services, Business; Education; Humanities; Mathematics and Science; Social Sciences; and Graduate Studies.

Brock University

Brock has also seen an increase in the number of international partnerships it has around the world, our goal being to
develop long-lasting joint ventures with institutions worldwide in order to create valuable study, teaching and research
opportunities. To that end, I had the special honour of travelling to Japan some years back in order to officially celebrate
three of our partnerships there, and in particular to visit Hokkai-Gakuen University in order to see firsthand the beautiful
city of Sapporo, and to enjoy your Yosakoi Festival. This opportunity reminded me that both of our universities are much
more than places to study, but we are also heavily committed to offering enriched, safe, inclusive environments where
students can form new friendships, gain valuable extracurricular experiences, and become part of vibrant communities.

In fact, on the topic of how our communities have been enriched through our partnership, we at Brock have been
continuously honoured by the presence of students from the Faculty of Humanities at Hokkai-Gakuen over the past 14
years, not least because Hokkai-Gakuen students have brought much enthusiasm and energy to our sprawling campus.
Moreover the Hokkai-Gakuen students are always the favorites of our teachers and staff in ESL Services, and whether it
is the Brock Days Grape Stomp, an ice hockey game at our city arena, or just a tour of the Niagara Region, the Hokkai-
Gakuen University students have become most enthusiastically involved in all aspects of university and local life during
their all-too-short stays with us.

So it is my fondest hope that as we prepare for our 50th anniversary celebrations, we will continue to build on and
develop our international friendship with Hokkai-Gakuen University long into the future.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
9/ 1 9:30-11:00am 9:30am 7:45am 8:00am -4:00pm 1:00pm
Welcome Orientation Check-in at Interna- Pick-up Class sched- Class Afternoon trip to Ni-

Civic Holiday: University tional Centre ule agara Falls

. 12:00-2:00)

s Closed Entrance Testrirr:g 10:30am -12:00pm; 8:00am -4:00pm 6:00-9:30pm

2:00-3:00pm
Hokkai Activity Orientation

1:00-2:30pm
Campus Orientation

Class

Buffet Dinner and Greg
Frewin Magic Show

8:00am -4:00pm
Class

4:00pm - 5:30pm
St. Catharines and Welland
Canal Museum Tour

1 8:00am-12:00pm
Class

1 8:00am - 4:00pm
Class

4:30pm
Walking tour of downtown
St. Catharines

1 2 10:00am
Board bus downtown

at Garden Park for an all-day
trip to Toronto

7:00pm
Return to St. Catharines

1 8:00am-12:00pm
Class

12:30pm
Niagara-on-the-Lake winery
Tour & Tasting

2:45pm-5:30pm
Canada One Outlet Mall

1 4 2:30pm
Tour Historic  Fort

George in Niagara-on-the-
Lake

7:00pm
Niagara Icedogs Hockey
game

15

1 6 8:00am -4:00pm
Class

4:00pm
Hike at the Glenridge Natu-
ralization Site

1 8:00am-12:00pm
Class

2:00pm

Meet & Greet with St. Catha-

rines Mayor Brian McMullan

18 8:00am -4:00pm
Class

4:00pm
Bowling at Parkway Lanes

8:00am -4:00pm
Class

19

2 0 11:00am

Closing Ceremonies
12:00pm
Farewell lunch at a local res-
taurant

2 Meet at the Interna-
tional Centre for bus
to the Toronto Airport
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An Interview with Norma MacSween, Director of ESL Services
By Bricklin Zeff, Faculty of Humanities

How many students attend the whole university?
We have 18,500 students. It is a mid-size university in Canada.

Who is Mr. Brock and when was the school founded?
General Sir Isaac Brock. He stopped the American invasion in the War of 1812. His

dying words were "Surgite! Push on!" which became Brock University’s motto. Brock Il}ric}dianeff
aculty o

University was founded in 1964. Huma%ities

How long have you been doing this program?

The ESL Department started in 1982, 31 years ago.

How many students do you have in this program?

We have 500 students per term, and there are three intensive programs a year. Norma MacSween
Director,

ESL Services
How many different countries do the students come from?

They come from fifteen different countries including: Saudi Arabia, Libya, Korea, Venezuela, Mexico, Germany,
Italy, Thailand, Taiwan, Brazil, Japan, the Philippines, and China.

How many teachers are there in the program?

here are 20 full time instructors, 12 permanent part time instructors, and 15 part time instructors. That makes
T47 instructors and a permanent academic administration staff. This includes 5 academic coordinators who
coordinate assessment, quality of teaching, activities, and student services with counseling. Also, student volunteers

that serve as cultural assistants take the students on activities.

Can you tell me about some of the classes that the students attend?
t is a skills based approach which is very different than other places that I have worked. Students take 5 classes a
day with 5 different teachers. We focus on Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking, and Grammar. The very first day
they take a placement test and they are placed in classes based on that test. But then they have the rest of the week to
see if it is a good fit for them. The instructors give diagnostic tests and figure out if anybody is misplaced. Most of the
students are jetlagged on that first day and don'’t really know the test, so at the beginning of the second week we may

see a few class changes.

What are some of the activities the students participate in while they are here?

t depends on the time of the year. Now we are coming into grape harvest season. We have the “Grape Stomp” which
Iis a fun activity at the University. The students also make short trips to locations around St. Catharines. They also
do activities such as bowling or maybe go see a local hockey game. Of course, they go to Niagara Falls and Toronto.

Some groups may go to a winery or to historic sites such as Fort George, which is the historic site of a famous battle.

EERSERB®RES 2013



There are many ESL programs attached to various universities
throughout Canada. What is it that makes Brock University’s
program special?

t has a solid quality because it has been around for a long time. We

have a large full time instructor staff that has all the professionals
working together to help develop and improve the curriculum. Also the
full time administration staff that is responsible for managing the teachers
gets involved with the students. Also we have a full time employee that
is responsible for the homestays and evaluates each family to make sure
they provide the students with what they need. Brock has an exceptional
commitment to this program.

How are the families chosen for the homestays?

here is a whole screening process that happens. First of all, the
Tfamilies apply to participate. A lot are through “word of mouth”
where other homestay families recommend someone to participate. There
is not an open advertisement because you don't know what you are
getting. A family fills out an application form and is given a police record

70w oK% ESL Services 84&7)L—7

TOvIREDF ¥R

check. After that our coordinator sets up an appointment and goes to the home and visits with the family and takes a

look at the facilities. If that stage is OK, then we invite the families to an orientation and let them know what they are

getting into, what is expected. At that point they can decide if it is something they want to do. Then we match them

up, but great care is taken, especially with new families in particular to make sure there are no complaints.

At the end of the session we ask students to fill out an evaluation form. We take those very seriously.

If there are any problems during their stay we encourage students

EYhFrFUUBRICERLTWSEAR

to speak to someone on staff. Sometimes, it is just a different family

structure, a different style. Both sides have to work together.

What single thing would you recommend our students do in
order to prepare themselves for this program?
tudents should open their mind, because everything is going to be
different. They should ready themselves for an experience. The
students come here and get into small groups but they need to participate

in the international community. They should talk to as many people as

it.

That's why we are all here!

WERFR/NUIY S - 9TV DB BRRE

they can and do as many activities as they can and they will be richer for

Personally, what aspect of your job here do you enjoy the most?
People. Meeting people from around the world who are coming to
Brock University. I just adore students. As much as possible I like to

be able to go out and talk to the students in the hall and the lunchroom.
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