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Brock University’s partnership
with Hokkai-Gakuen University

As we enjoy our 50th anniversary celebrations here at Brock University this year, it is a time
for us to reflect on important partnerships we have developed over the years. Our relationship
with Hokkai-Gakuen University is one partnership that we certainly value at Brock University.
Just as Brock has grown over the years, so, too, has our partnership with Hokkai-Gakuen
University. For more than ten years we have had the pleasure of welcoming students from the
Faculty of Humanities to our university. Since 2014 the program has expanded so we also have
the pleasure of working with students from the Faculty of Business. These new groups have
allowed us to diversify the types of academic activities we can offer, including trips to local
wineries, the Niagara Hilton Hotel and the Royal Bank of Canada. At the same time, we see your
students actively participating in many of our annual university and local activities such as our
Grape Stomp and the Ice Dogs hockey games.

The enthusiasm and energy the Hokkai-Gakuen students bring to our campus every year is
wonderful to see. During their short stay, they form new friendships with students from around
the world and develop lasting relationships with their homestay families. We are all enriched
by their presence in our classes and on our campus.

We hope that as Brock moves into the next 50 years of its founding, our long-standing
relationship with Hokkai-Gakuen University will continue to grow. I also hope that I have the
opportunity to visit your campus once again in the near future.

Strengthening the HGU-ULeth Partnership

On behalf of the senior administration and myself, I would like to invite you to join our University
of Lethbridge International family. The University of Lethbridge is consistently ranked as one
of the top small universities in Canada and has a long tradition of providing quality education
and helping students achieve their personal and educational goals.

We welcome you into our international family with representation from over 65 countries. You
will work with others to gain first-hand information about and insight into Canadian university
life. As a member of our International family, you will find plenty of opportunities to connect
with other students, both Canadian and international, and have access to all student services.

Make the University of Lethbridge your destination university. See you soon!
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Interview with Norma MacSween, Director of ESL Services

orma MacSween, the Director of ESL Services, loves meeting students from around the
Nworld who have come to Brock University. She explains that there are three 14-week
intensive programs per year, with between 300 and 500 students from over 15 different
countries attending each term. In addition, there are special programs for groups, of which

the Hokkai-Gakuen Faculty of Humanities’ three-week program is one example.

tudents are first given a placement test that places them in one of six levels, from
SPreparatory, or beginner level, to Level 5, or advanced. Students who successfully
complete Level 5 are eligible to enter Brock University as a regular undergraduate student.
Students take five classes a day--Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking, and Grammar--with
five different teachers. Dr. MacSween supervises over 40 full-time and part-time instructors,
as well as five academic coordinators who oversee assessment, quality of teaching, and
activities. In addition, student volunteers serve as cultural assistants when they take the

students on activities.

he program offers many activities outside classes such as day trips to locations such
Tas Niagara Falls, the historic site of Fort George, and Toronto. There are also fun local
activities such as bowling or seeing a local hockey game. Norma MacSween says these
provide great opportunities for students to communicate with each other in English and also

to learn more about Canadian culture.

activities as they can!

Brack

Lhisgrsity

o

TOYIREDF VIR

International Programs in Language and Culture 2014 70w 7 A%

Norma MacSween
Director,
ESL Services

r. MacSween notes that the most important way for students to
D experience Canadian culture is through their host family. Each
student is carefully matched up with a homestay family to make sure
there is a good fit. Many of the families who have hosted students
from Hokkai-Gakuen have requested to host a student from Hokkai-
Gakuen again. Norma MacSween hopes that students will keep an

open mind, talk to as many people as possible, and enjoy as many
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¢ If you want to learn about a culture, learn the language.”

aren Smith is a newcomer to the International Center for Students (ICS), but she has
been working in this area for a long time. She brings a unique skill set and lot of

confidence and enthusiasm to her job as manager of Language Services at ICS.

Karen loves languages and linguistics. “Linguistics is my heart, language learning is my Karen Smith

soul,” she says. A natural linguist, she picked up Chinese during her four years there Manager, Language
doing volunteer work and doing an internship in Hong Kong. She trained in English as a services
Second Language and has been a language teacher. Even now, she continues to read a number
of professional journals in linguistics. In fact, she is excited about recent developments in this

field that she “adores”.

aren clearly has a deep respect for other cultures. While in China, she became deeply
Kimmersed in Chinese culture. She enjoyed meeting friends’ families in remote villages
just as much as she enjoyed the excitement of Hong Kong. This same respect can be seen
when she reminisces about some former students from Mexico who were committed to

preserving their indigenous Mayan heritage.

s business manager, Karen Smith loves putting together new language programs. Here at Lethbridge, she looks
forward to setting up custom programs that link culture to language. She envisions language courses that focus
on Alberta’s unique geology and indigenous culture. In this way, during excursions to places such as Head Smashed-in

Buffalo Jump, students will be able to hear and read the same vocabulary that they learned during class.

o E E(aren explains that all of the ICS staff members have
a deep commitment to students, and that all ICS

teachers and administrators share these same values. “I'm

proud to be here at the University of Lethbridge.”
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