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Interview with Karen Smith, Manager of Language Services

¢ If you want to learn about a culture, learn the language.”

aren Smith is a newcomer to the International Center for Students (ICS), but she has
been working in this area for a long time. She brings a unique skill set and lot of

confidence and enthusiasm to her job as manager of Language Services at ICS.

Karen loves languages and linguistics. “Linguistics is my heart, language learning is my Karen Smith

soul,” she says. A natural linguist, she picked up Chinese during her four years there Manager, Language
doing volunteer work and doing an internship in Hong Kong. She trained in English as a services
Second Language and has been a language teacher. Even now, she continues to read a number
of professional journals in linguistics. In fact, she is excited about recent developments in this

field that she “adores”.

aren clearly has a deep respect for other cultures. While in China, she became deeply
Kimmersed in Chinese culture. She enjoyed meeting friends’ families in remote villages
just as much as she enjoyed the excitement of Hong Kong. This same respect can be seen
when she reminisces about some former students from Mexico who were committed to

preserving their indigenous Mayan heritage.

s business manager, Karen Smith loves putting together new language programs. Here at Lethbridge, she looks

forward to setting up custom programs that link culture to language. She envisions language courses that focus
on Alberta’s unique geology and indigenous culture. In this way, during excursions to places such as Head Smashed-in
Buffalo Jump, students will be able to hear and read the same vocabulary that they learned during class.

Karen explains that all of the ICS staff members have
a deep commitment to students, and that all ICS

teachers and administrators share these same values. “‘I'm

proud to be here at the University of Lethbridge.”
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